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OPINION 1199 

PAPIO ERXLEBEN, 1777, AND MANDRILLUS RITGEN, 
1824 (MAMMALIA, PRIMATES): 
DESIGNATION OF TYPE SPECIES 

RULING.— (1) Under the plenary powers 

(a) the generic name Papio P.L.S. Muller, 1773 and all 
uses of that name prior to the publication of Papio 
Erxleben, 1777, is hereby suppressed for the 
purposes of both the Law of Priority and the Law of 
Homonymy: 

(b) all designations of type species hitherto made for the 
nominal genus Papio Erxleben, 1777, are hereby set 
aside and the nominal species Cynocephalus papio 
Desmarest, 1820 is hereby designated as type species 
of that genus. 

(2) the following generic names are hereby placed on the 
Official List of Generic Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers 
specified: 

(a) Papio Erxleben, 1777 (gender: masculine), type 
species, by designation under the plenary powers in 
(l)(b) above, Cynocephalus papio Desmarest, 1820 
(Name Number 2140); 

(b) Mandrillus Ritgen, 1824 (gender: masculine), type 
species, by subsequent designation by Allen, 1939, 
Simla sphinx Linnaeus, 1758 (Name Number 2141). 

(3) The following specific names are hereby placed on the 
Official List of Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers 
specified: 

(a) papio Desmarest, 1820, as published in the binomen 
Cynocephalus papio (specific name of type species, 
by designation under the plenary powers in (l)(b) 
above, of Papio Erxleben, 1777)(Name Number 

2776) ; 

(b) sphinx Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the binomen 
Simia sphinx, as defined by the neotype designated 
by Napier & Delson, 1976 (specific name of type 
species of Mandrillus Ritgen, 1824) (Name Number 

2777) . 

(4) The generic name Papio P.L.S. Muller, 1773, and all uses 
prior to the publication of Papio Erxleben, 1777, as suppressed 
under the plenary powers in (l)(a) above, is hereby placed on the 
Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology 
with the Name Number 2121. 
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HISTORY OF THE CASE Z.N.(S.)2093 

An enquiry as to the best means of fixing Papio as the generic 
name for the savannah baboons, and Mandrillus as the generic name 
of the mandrills was first received from Mrs. P.H. Napier ( British 
Museum (Natural History), London) on 29 April 1974. While an 
application was being prepared on the basis of this enquiry, an 
independent application seeking the same end by a different route 
was received from Dr. Eric Delson ( City University of New York) on 
23 October 1974. A joint application by both authors was eventually 
sent to the printer on 27 January 1976 and published on 26 June 1976 
in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 33, pp. 46-53. Public notice of the possible 
use of the plenary powers in the case was given in the same part of 
the Bulletin as well as to the statutory serials, to six general and two 
mammalogical serials. 

The applicants offered two alternative courses of action to the 
Commission. Of these, Alternative A received no support; 
Alternative B was supported by Dr. R. Meester and Dr. Reay H.N. 
Smithers (vol. 33, pp. 149-150) and by Dr. Colin Grubb (vol. 34, pp. 
5-6); by nine primatologists listed in vol. 34, p. 6; and by Dr. John 
G. Fleagle ( State University of New York, Stony Brook, N.Y.) y 
Professor B.A. Lupin ( Academy of Sciences, Sukhumi, USSR), Dr. 
Gary T. Moore (for the scientific staff. Southwestern Federation for 
Research and Education, San Antonio, Texas), Dr. O. Ray Kling 
(University of Oklahoma), Dr. P. Andrews ( British Museum 
(Natural History), London), Drs. Stuart and Jeanne Altmann 
(University of Chicago), Drs. William J. Hamilton, Thelma Rowell, 
Robert Byles and Shirley Strum (of University of California, Davis, 
Berkeley, Los Angeles and San Diego), Dr. Craig Packer (University 
of Sussex, England), Drs. Kathlyn L. Rasmussen and Robin 
Dunbar (University of Cambridge) , Dr. Hans Kummer (University 
of Zurich ), Dr. Umeyo Mori (Kyoto University ), Drs. Robert 
Seyfarth and Dorothy Cheney (Rockefeller University, New York), 
Drs. Joseph L. Popp and Irven DeVore (Harvard University), Dr. 
Hans Sigg (CIBA-GEIGY, Basel, Switzerland), Dr. Glen Hausfater 
(Cornell University), Dr. Montague Demment (University of 
Wisconsin) and Dr. Thomas Oliver (Northwestern University). 

The proposals in Alternative B were criticised on technical 
grounds by Dr. L.B. Holthuis (vol. 33, p. 148) and were modified 
accordingly by the applicants (vol. 33, p. 149). 
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DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

On 24 November 1980 the members of the Commission were 
invited to vote under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper 
(1980)35 either for Alternative A as set out in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 
33, p. 52, or for Alternative B as there set out and modified in vol. 
33, p. 149. At the close of the voting period on 24 February 1981 the 
state of the voting was as follows: 

For Alternative A — none (0) 

For Alternative B — twenty-two (22) received in the following 
order: Melville, Holthuis, Willink, Mroczkowski, Trjapitzin, 
Alvarado, Starobogatov, Heppell, Habe, Corliss, Hahn, Welch, 
Tortonese, Brinck, Ride, Lehtinen, Cogger, Binder, Bayer, 
Bernardi, Nye, Sabrosky 

Vokes and Halvorsen were on leave of absence. Dupuis 
abstained. No voting paper was returned by Kraus. 

Dupuis commented: ‘Je souhaite m’abstenir pour les raisons 
suivantes: (1) Une decision prealable — que je demande 
expressement — sur les noms de Mammiferes de Brisson, 1758 
(Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 33, p. 47) aurait ete necessaire; (2) la 
nomenclature des taxa anciens de Mammiferes (et d’Oiseaux) est si 
compliquee, juridiquement (= nomenclatorialement) et 
taxinomiquement, qu’elle me parait difficile a trancher de maniere 
vraiment competente et satisfaisante par une commission ou il y a 
tres peu de mammalogistes; je redoute en fait des votes de 
resignation (on suit les requerants) ou aleatoires (on joue la reponse 
aux des); (3) il aurait ete souhaitable qu’un plus grand nombre de 
mammalogistes de langue allemande, fran^aise, neerlandaise, etc. 
donnent leur avis (ou qu’on le leur demande); (4) les votes avec 
propositions alternatives sont dangereux, en raison (a) des 
hesitations dont ils temoignent de la part des requerants eux- 
memes, (b) des risques de confusions qu’ils component sur le sens 
des votes emis.’ 


ORIGINAL REFERENCES 

The following are the original references for the names placed 
on Official Lists and an Official Index by the ruling given in the 
present Opinion: 

Mandrillus Ritgen, 1824, Nat. Entheil. Saiigethiere , p. 33 
Papio Erxleben, 1777, Syst. regni anim., vol. 1, p. 15 
Papio P.L.S. Muller, 1773, Vollst. Natursystem, p. 118 
papio , Cynocephalus, Desmarest, 1820, Encycl. meth., 

Mammiferes, vol. 1, p. 69 

sphinx, Simia , Linnaeus, 1758, Syst . nat. ed. 10, vol. 1, p. 25. 
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CERTIFICATE 

I hereby certify that the votes cast on V.P.(80)35 were cast as 
set out above, that the proposals contained in Alternative B of that 
voting paper have been duly adopted under the plenary powers, and 
that the decision so taken, being the decision of the International 
Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, is truly recorded in the 
present Opinion No. 1199. 

R.V. MELVILLE 
Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 
8 April 1981 


